Interpretation and application of world-wide safety data on diltiazem.
The safety of medicinal agents being introduced into the marketplace is of growing concern to consumers, health care providers, and regulatory agencies. Although there are ever increasing efforts to improve techniques for testing drugs, and for anticipating and confirming possible adverse effects, arrangements for monitoring and detecting adverse drug reactions are far from satisfactory. Some factors which need to be understood in order to appropriately interpret data include: maturation processes; pretesting affects, measuring instruments affects; selection bias; and the affects of differential experimental mortality. A safety profile has been presented for the calcium entry blocker diltiazem hydrochloride. Efforts were made to focus attention upon the source of safety information as it relates to the quality of the report. The data presented suggests that diltiazem hydrochloride has a low incidence of adverse experiences.